SESSION 6

OUR
RIGHTEOUSNESS

The Point
Because God is righteous, He will ultimately make all things right.

The Passage
Jeremiah 33:3-8,14-16

The Bible Meets Life
Life is just not fair. People with poor character, questionable ethics, and skewed morals seem to get
ahead in life, while those who seek to do right seem to be passed by. In fact, people are often treated
badly because of their right actions and character. We might be tempted to think God is also unfair
since He allows this to happen. But God is a righteous God. He is the Lord our Righteousness, and He
will ultimately bring justice to bear on all things.

The Setting
The word of God came to Jeremiah in the last days of the kingdom of Judah. Because Jeremiah
predicted the fall of Judah, neither he nor his prophecies were popular. Nor was his popularity
helped by his call for the people to surrender to the invading Babylonians. Because of his prophesies,
Jeremiah had been confined to the courtyard of the guard in the royal palace. But while God had
given Jeremiah a message of judgment to proclaim to Judah, He also gave Jeremiah a message of
hope as well. God’s judgment was not His final word against Judah. Judgment would be followed by
hope and healing for the people of Judah and all of God’s people.
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What does the Bible say?

Jeremiah 33:3-8,14-16 (CSB)
Chaldeans (v. 5)—The
Chaldeans were a tribe of
people living in southeast
Mesopotamia who achieved
dominance over Babylonia
in 626 BC, establishing the
Neo-Babylonian Empire
(626–539 BC).
Righteous Branch (v. 15)—
This phrase is a reference to
Jesus, God’s Messiah; God
foretold that He would raise
up a messianic king from
the line of David (see also
Jeremiah 23:5).
The Lord Is Our
Righteousness (v. 16)—In
the Bible, the giving of a new
name reflects a change in
status. God foretold He would
one day make Jerusalem (His
chosen people) righteous.

Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and incomprehensible
things you do not know.
3

For this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says concerning the houses of
this city and the palaces of Judah’s kings, the ones torn down for defense
against the assault ramps and the sword:
4

The people coming to fight the Chaldeans will fill the houses with the
corpses of their own men that I strike down in my wrath and rage. I have
hidden my face from this city because of all their evil.
5

Yet I will certainly bring health and healing to it and will indeed heal
them. I will let them experience the abundance of true peace.
6

I will restore the fortunes of Judah and of Israel and will rebuild them as
in former times.
7

I will purify them from all the iniquity they have committed against
me, and I will forgive all the iniquities they have committed against me,
rebelling against me.
8

“Look, the days are coming”—this is the Lord’s declaration—“when I
will fulfill the good promise that I have spoken concerning the house of
Israel and the house of Judah.

14

In those days and at that time I will cause a Righteous Branch to sprout
up for David, and he will administer justice and righteousness in the land.
15

In those days Judah will be saved, and Jerusalem will dwell securely, and
this is what she will be named: The Lord Is Our Righteousness.”

16
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S e ss i o n 6

THE POINT

Because God is righteous, He will ultimately make all things right.

GET INTO THE STUDY

10 minutes

DISCUSS: Invite your group members

Notes

to discuss Question #1 on page 67
of the PSG (Personal Study Guide): “As
a kid, what made you say, ‘That is

TIP: Use the
margins of this
teaching plan
to record notes
and ideas you
want to share in
your teaching.

not fair!’?” Allow time for each person
to respond.
SUMMARIZE THE PSG (PAGE 68): I
have ten grandchildren, and I find myself
repeating some of the same things my
dad used to say to me. For example, I’ll
sometimes hear one of them complaining about something that happened at school, and I’ll hear: “That’s just not fair!” In
those moments, I echo what my father said to me: “Who said life would always be fair?”
I’m guessing you’ve heard that too.
Life isn’t fair. It’s frustrating when we see people with poor character and questionable
morals seem to get ahead in life; meanwhile, those who seek to do right often fall
behind. Such events might cause us to think that God is not fair. Why doesn’t He punish
the unrighteous and reward the righteous?
SAY: “We are not the first ones to raise that question. God showed us much about
Himself through the prophet Jeremiah. In Jeremiah 33, God revealed Himself as our
Righteousness; in so doing, He helps us deal with those ‘unfair’ moments.”
GUIDE: Call attention to The Point on page 68 of the PSG: “Because God is righteous, He will ultimately make all things right.”
PRAY: Transition into the discussion with prayer.

PACK ITEM:
Pack Item #6
“Names of God” handout

PLAYLIST PICK:
“Rock of Our Salvation”
By Bright City
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10 minutes

STUDY THE BIBLE
Jeremiah 33:3-5 (CSB)

Notes

Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and incomprehensible
things you do not know. 4 For this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says
concerning the houses of this city and the palaces of Judah’s kings, the ones
torn down for defense against the assault ramps and the sword: 5 The people
coming to fight the Chaldeans will fill the houses with the corpses of their
own men that I strike down in my wrath and rage. I have hidden my face from
this city because of all their evil.
3

READ: Ask a group member to read aloud Jeremiah 33:3-5.
SUMMARIZE THE COMMENTARY (VERSES 3-5): The final siege of
Jerusalem occurred around 588 BC, when King Zedekiah and the people of Judah
rebelled against the Babylonians. As a result, the Babylonians invaded Judah and
surrounded Jerusalem. Jeremiah 32–34 details the prophet Jeremiah’s ministry
during the last days before Jerusalem fell and was destroyed.

»»

King Zedekiah had ordered Jeremiah to be confined because he had disliked
Jeremiah’s prophecy that Jerusalem would fall to the Babylonians and
Zedekiah would be taken to Babylon as a prisoner.

»»

While Jeremiah was confined, God gave him two important messages. In the
first message (Jeremiah 32:6-15), God emphasized both that Judah would
be punished for their disobedience and that after the time of judgment God
would in His mercy also restore the people to their land.

»»

God spoke to Jeremiah a second time (33:1). He invited Jeremiah to ask for a
divine revelation; the answer would be too “great and incomprehensible” for
human beings to attain on their own.

ALTERNATE
QUESTION:
When have you
seen the benefits
of discipline?

»»

Destruction was coming upon Judah at the hands of the Chaldeans, also
known as the Babylonians. Ultimately, though, the judgment was that of
Yahweh, the God of Israel, on the nation for its sins.

DISCUSS: Question #2 on page 69 of the PSG: “What captures your
attention about God’s character in these verses?”
TRANSITION: God is just and therefore will always address the sin of His people.
However, the next verses contain hope for the people of Judah.
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THE POINT

Because God is righteous, He will ultimately make all things right.

Jeremiah 33:3-5 Commentary
Verse 3: After God had freed the Israelites from their Egyptian bondage, He gave them the Law to
guide them in how to worship and honor Him. He promised great blessings if the people would obey
His Law (Deuteronomy 28:1‑14). However, God is just, and He will display His wrath against evil. So, He
also promised terrible judgments if they refused to obey Him (vv. 15‑68).
The final siege of Jerusalem occurred around 588 BC, when King Zedekiah and the people of Judah
rebelled against the Babylonians. As a result, the Babylonians invaded Judah and surrounded Jerusalem.
Jeremiah 32–34 details the prophet Jeremiah’s ministry during the last days before Jerusalem fell.
King Zedekiah had ordered Jeremiah to be confined because he had disliked Jeremiah’s prophecy that
Jerusalem would fall to the Babylonians and Zedekiah would be taken to Babylon as a prisoner. While
Jeremiah was confined, God gave him two important messages. In the first message (Jeremiah 32:615), God emphasized both that Judah would be punished for their disobedience and that after the time
of judgment God would in His mercy also restore the people to their land. God spoke to Jeremiah a
second time (33:1). After emphasizing His authority as Yahweh, the sovereign Creator (v. 2), God invited
Jeremiah to ask for a divine revelation; the answer would be too “great and incomprehensible” for mere
mortals to know, something too difficult for human beings to attain on their own.
Verses 4-5: Without waiting for Jeremiah to ask, God delivered His revelation to Jeremiah. The first
part focused on the utter destruction that was coming on Jerusalem. Even though destruction was
coming upon Judah at the hands of a foreign army, ultimately the judgment was that of Yahweh, the
God of Israel, on the nation for its sins. The agents of Judah’s destruction would be the Chaldeans.
Also known as the Babylonians or Neo-Babylonians, they conquered the Assyrians and defeated the
Egyptians, becoming the dominate world power—the Neo-Babylonian Empire, ruling from 626 to
539 BC.
The Chaldeans had been attacking the walls of Jerusalem perhaps for as long as a year (2 Kings 25:1).
The walls were thick, but the enemy had built assault ramps so they could use battering rams and other
devices to gradually tear away at the protecting walls. The people of Jerusalem would demolish parts
of their own houses and even the palaces of Judah’s kings so they could use those materials to fill holes
and reinforce the walls. However, all their efforts ultimately would prove to be useless. Because of their
sins, God had hidden His face and refused to answer their prayers for deliverance from their enemies.
Since the city was under siege and all the cemeteries were outside the city, there would be no way of
burying the dead during the battle. Therefore, the corpses of the city’s defenders would fill up what was
left of their houses.
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10 minutes

STUDY THE BIBLE
Jeremiah 33:6-8 (CSB)

Notes

Yet I will certainly bring health and healing to it and will indeed heal them.
I will let them experience the abundance of true peace. 7 I will restore the
fortunes of Judah and of Israel and will rebuild them as in former times. 8 I
will purify them from all the iniquity they have committed against me, and
I will forgive all the iniquities they have committed against me, rebelling
against me.
6

READ: Ask a group member to read aloud Jeremiah 33:6-8.
SUMMARIZE THE PSG (PAGES 70-71): While the first verses contained
incredibly bad news, they are eclipsed by the amazing good news that follows.

»»

God, who had judged the people for their sin, now would extend mercy to
them—mercy that would result in health, healing, and an abundance of
peace and truth.

»»
»»

Both Judah and Israel would be brought back from captivity and reunited.
Additionally, God would deal with their sin. God Himself would bring health
and healing, and the past sufferings of the people would be replaced by “the
abundance of true peace” (v. 6).

»»

God also promised His people would return to their own land and rebuild the
nation as it was before the two kingdoms of Israel and Judah were divided.
His restoration of His people would not be partial; it would be complete.
They would not be a divided and desperate people who returned to their
homeland, but a fulfilled and united people. Despite the rebellion of God’s
people, His desire was to forgive and restore.

ALTERNATE
QUESTION:
In light of
these verses,
how would
you explain
God’s grace?
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DISCUSS: Question #3 on page 70 of the PSG: “How have you experienced
God’s restoration?”
TRANSITION: God promised that He would restore the people of Judah. The
next verses explain the full extent of what He would do.

THE POINT

Because God is righteous, He will ultimately make all things right.

Jeremiah 33:6-8 Commentary
Verses 6-7: Though the Northern Kingdom of Israel had been destroyed by the Assyrians in 722 BC,
and the destruction of the Southern Kingdom of Judah at the hands of the Babylonians was assured
by God’s word, God promised redemption and restoration for all His chosen people (Judah and Israel).
Although He had visited them with judgment, God would purify and forgive His children. God stressed
that He would provide health and healing to Jerusalem. His people would experience true peace. Peace
would mean not only the absence of war but also personal well-being, the opportunities to work,
worship, and raise families.
Verse 8: At the core of God’s healing process would be His forgiving and cleansing of His covenant
people from the guilt of all their sin. God did not downplay the seriousness of their disobedience. In fact,
in the original Hebrew three different terms are used to emphasize the scope of their wrongdoing. The
first word (iniquity) translates a Hebrew term referring to something that is twisted, bent, or distorted.
The people had twisted and distorted their relationship with God. The second word (iniquities)
translates a Hebrew word that pictures an archer missing his intended target or a person missing the
way. The people’s aim should have been a life of holiness before God (Leviticus 11:44). The third term
(rebelling) translates a Hebrew word that stresses the deliberateness of their sinful actions. Though they
had the Law and its warnings, as well as God’s prophets calling them to repent and return to God, they
still refused to obey.
In spite of all their sins, God promised that He would purify and forgive His people. God knew that one
day His people would confess and repent of their sinful ways (Nehemiah 1:4-7; 9:1-3). God is always ready
to heal and purify His people when they confess and repent (1 John 1:9). Though the overarching theme
of God’s word through Jeremiah was the coming judgment that would mean destruction and exile,
God’s message also included forgiveness and renewal based on a new covenant (Jeremiah 31:31‑34).
Instead of a city filled with corpses, Jerusalem would become a place filled with “joy, praise, and glory”
(v. 9). Though one day soon Jerusalem and the surrounding cities would become “a ruin, without people
or animals” (v. 10), God would eventually restore the people and their land so that they would hear the
“sound of joy and gladness” (v. 11) and shepherds would be able to graze their flocks in peace and
security (vv. 12‑13).
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10 minutes

STUDY THE BIBLE
Jeremiah 33:14-16 (CSB)

Notes

“Look, the days are coming”—this is the Lord’s declaration—“when I
will fulfill the good promise that I have spoken concerning the house of
Israel and the house of Judah. 15 In those days and at that time I will cause a
Righteous Branch to sprout up for David, and he will administer justice and
righteousness in the land. 16 In those days Judah will be saved, and Jerusalem
will dwell securely, and this is what she will be named: The Lord Is Our
Righteousness.”
14

READ: Ask a group member to read aloud Jeremiah 33:14-16.
ALTERNATE
QUESTION:
What do you
find hopeful in
this passage?

DISCUSS: Question #4 on page 72 of the PSG: “How is God’s good promise
(v. 14) fulfilled in Jesus?”
SUMMARIZE THE PSG (PAGES 71-72): In verse 14, Jeremiah declared
the time was coming when the people would see the fulfillment of “the good
promise” (v. 14).

»»

Righteousness is not just a description—it is a Person. “The Lord Is Our
Righteousness” (v. 16). God would “cause a Righteous Branch to sprout up for
David” (v. 15), who would “administer justice and righteousness in the land”
(v. 15). This “Righteous Branch” referred to Jesus, the coming Messiah.

»»

Ultimately, Judah would be saved, the people would dwell securely, and the
city would be renamed “The Lord Is Our Righteousness.”

DISCUSS: Question #5 on page 73 of the PSG: “How can our actions and
attitudes demonstrate that we follow God who is our Righteousness?”
DO: Instruct group members to complete the activity on page 73 on their own. If
time allows, invite volunteers to share their responses aloud.
GOD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS: During this study, we have learned six different
names of God. Next to each name, list a corresponding promise that gives you
hope. An example has been done for you. (NOTE: The PSG includes the following list:
God our Provider, God our Healer, God our Banner, God our Peace, God our Shepherd,
and God our Righteousness.)
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THE POINT

Because God is righteous, He will ultimately make all things right.

Jeremiah 33:14-16 Commentary
Verses 14-15: God’s promised judgment came to pass in 586 BC when the city of Jerusalem and its
temple were destroyed by the Babylonians. Although some of God’s promises were fulfilled when the
Jews later returned to Judah and rebuilt the temple in Jerusalem, God spoke of a yet future time when a
specific promise would be fulfilled. God declared that He would fulfill His good promise spoken through
Jeremiah to both the house of Israel and the house of Judah.
God would cause to sprout up someone from the house of King David, identified as a “Righteous
Branch.” This Righteous Branch, a king from the line of David, will reign over God’s people with justice
and righteousness. He will also rule with wisdom (see Jeremiah 23:5) and His kingdom will endure
forever (2 Samuel 7:12‑16; Jeremiah 33:17). God fulfilled this prophecy of the promise of the Righteous
Branch when He sent His Son Jesus, born of the line of David (Matthew 1:1), into the world to live a
perfectly righteous life and to die on the cross in order to provide complete atonement for our sins
(Hebrews 9:11-14).
Verse 16: Again echoing the future nature of this prophecy, God foretold that the Righteous Branch
would restore Judah and Jerusalem, guaranteeing the safety and security of their inhabitants. Jerusalem
would also be given a new name: “the Lord Is Our Righteousness.” In Jeremiah 23:5‑6, the same title is
given to the coming Davidic ruler, the Righteous Branch. “Lord” is the English translation of the Hebrew
name for God usually transliterated as Yahweh, the name of God by which He revealed Himself to and
established His covenant relationship with Israel. In the Bible, when a person or place was given a new
name, the name would reflect some change in the status of that person or place. The only one who
could change the people of Jerusalem and make them righteous before God is God’s Messiah, that is,
Jesus the Christ.
Some Christians believe that the final fulfillment of this prophecy will come when Jesus returns and sets
up His millennial kingdom in Jerusalem. They cite Isaiah 60:11‑22 and Ezekiel 48:30-35. Other Christians
believe that these prophecies will be fulfilled in “the holy city, new Jerusalem” that comes down from
heaven after the final judgment and the creation of the new heaven and new earth (Revelation 21:2;
see also Revelation 21:22). Whenever and however God chooses, one day Jesus will return and will bring
perfect justice and righteousness to all the world. This time of perfect righteousness will include all of
God’s people—not only the faithful of Judah and Israel, but all who have put their faith in Jesus Christ.
Want to dig deeper? Previous Biblical Illustrator articles “Jeremiah: His Life and Lessons” (Fall 2016),
“Babylon: Land of the Chaldeans” (Summer 2011), “A City Under Siege” (Spring 2011), and “Ancient Siege
Tactics” (Summer 2004) relate to this lesson and can be purchased, along with other articles for this
quarter, at www.lifeway.com/biblicalillustrator. Look for Bundles: Bible Studies for Life.
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5 minutes

LIVE IT OUT
SAY: “God is our Righteousness. How will you
let that truth make a difference in your life?”

Notes

GUIDE: Lead group members to consider the
responses to the Bible study listed on page 74
of the PSG.

»»

Memorize 1 John 1:9. Commit this
verse to memory. As you do, pause to
thank God for His grace and mercy.

»»

Trust God to handle those things that seem unjust. Even when it feels
like the wrong side is winning, God will have the final say. In the meantime,
trust Him. He loves you, and in His righteousness, He will make things right.

»»

Invite someone else to experience the righteousness Christ offers.
Who needs to know of the grace Christ offers? Over the next week or two, be
ready for an opportunity to tell them about the forgiveness we’re offered in
Christ. Be sure to communicate that the peace and mercy Jesus gives can’t be
found in anything or anyone else.

Wrap It Up
SAY: “We all have plenty of examples of life not being fair. Thankfully we
know all will be made right in the end by Jehovah-Tsidkenu, God our
Righteousness.”
LEADER PACK: In advance, make copies of Pack Item #6, “Names of God”
handout. Distribute these to your group members and explain that Scripture
includes many names for God. Invite group members to read over the names listed
and to circle one that speaks to a need they have right now. Invite them to use this
page to dig deeper into God’s names this week in their devotional time. Close in
prayer by thanking God for meeting all our needs.

Get expert insights on weekly studies through the Ministry Grid.
MinistryGrid.com/web/BibleStudiesForLife
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FOUR QUESTIONS GROUPS SHOULD ASK
ABOUT PRAYER REQUESTS

Here’s what I mean: some prayer requests require
ministry action. For example, if a couple uses the prayer
time to announce that they are expecting a baby,
passing that information along to the Preschool Sunday
School leaders would be important. Deacons and other
ministry leaders could be informed about hospital stays,
family crises, and deaths of family members. In this way,
the prayer request becomes an opportunity for ministry
action, reaching all areas of the church.

How do we communicate the requests? This
question involves both form and medium. How we
word something is very important. If someone requests
prayer for a nephew who hates his job and is looking
for a new one, that request could be worded when
shared with others as a request for a nephew who needs
wisdom about his future. We don’t know who may read
the requests, so we need to be careful. Hospital stays
and other events requiring time away from home
become important information if it falls into the wrong
hands, which brings us to the medium: should we post
all our requests on social media? What are the risks of
making a request public? Do we really want everyone
on Facebook to know about Dave having surgery and
being in rehab for six weeks? How we communicate is
important.

Prayer requests also represent opportunities for church
leaders. By knowing needs, leaders can make wise
choices when they plan events, host fellowships, and
train leaders. The pastor could better understand the
needs of the church and prepare sermons that meet the
needs expressed in the prayer requests. Being aware of
specific needs makes him a better pastor.

To whom should we communicate these
requests? We have already mentioned sharing
requests with the pastor and other church leaders. Who
else needs to know about the prayer request? In the
case of a couple announcing an addition to their family,
who all needs to know about that particular request,
and why?

How can we efficiently gather accurate prayer
requests? Notice the two words, efficiently and
accurate. A Bible study group could spend the majority
of their time gathering requests, but that would
compromise their time of actually studying the Bible.
For me, making a sheet of paper available during the
study time for people to record their requests has been
the most efficient. The second element is accurate. We
want to make sure that the requests shared are up to
date. There is nothing worse than telling someone that
you are praying for their loved one, only to find out that
the loved one passed away a month ago.

How can we encourage those making a specific
request? Gathering prayer requests is certainly about
being aware and knowing how to pray intelligently,
but it is also about encouraging those for whom we
are praying. There is nothing like getting a note from
someone who is praying specifically for you. Those notes
lighten the load and help us face whatever challenge we
are facing. Part of this is celebrating God’s answers as
well. Both the one being prayed for and the one praying
are encouraged by answered prayer, so finding a way to
include answers to requests is also important.

BY D WAY N E M CC R A R Y

In almost every Bible study group, prayer requests
are shared. In fact, we may even feel cheated if prayer
requests are eliminated from our group! Unfortunately,
gathering prayer requests is as far as it usually goes. But
what if we saw a prayer request as an opportunity?

G. Dwayne McCrary is a project team leader for ongoing adult Bible study
resources at LifeWay. He also teaches an adult group and preschool group every
Sunday in the church he attends.

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE

93

